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Local tow truck operator is a hero to Hyde Park police

Members of the Hyde Park Police Department were on hand at the Feb. 26 meeting of the Hyde Park Town Board, where tow truck operator Jeff
Ledoux (far right) was presented a plaque by the Hyde Park PBA. In the early hours of Dec. 17, 2017, Ledoux’s quick actions saved Officer Michael
Plass (next to Ledoux) from being struck by a vehicle driven by an intoxicated person. Hyde Park Detective Jason Ruscillo of the PBA executive
board stands next to Plass. Photo courtesy of Officer Joseph Wasilewski

by Kate Goldsmith

HYDE PARK—The Hyde Park Town
Board started its Feb. 26 meeting by
acknowledging the heroic actions of local
tow truck operator Jeff Ledoux, who in
December saved a Hyde Park police officer
from being struck by a vehicle that veered
into their path. The Hyde Park Police
Department’s Lt. Robert Benson presented
a plaque to Ledoux at the meeting, on
behalf of the Hyde Park PBA, to thank him
for his “courageous act in saving the life of
our brother in blue, Officer Michael Plass.”

Early in the morning on Dec. 17, 2017,
Plass had been assisting fellow officer
Chris Miller, who was conducting a traffic
stop on Albany Post Road near the Hyde
Park Drive-In as part of a DWI Saturation
Patrol. The driver was arrested for DWI;
while Officer Miller took the operator to
the police station for processing, Officer
Plass stayed on the scene awaiting the 
vehicle tow.

The company on call that night was Just
in Time Towing, owned and operated by
Ledoux, a Hyde Park resident. As Ledoux
prepared to load the truck, Officer Plass
held a flashlight to illuminate the vehicle.

“I was loading the car and Mike [Plass]
was standing toward the side of me,” said
Ledoux last week via telephone. “I looked
up and there was a car coming.”

The car was traveling at a high rate of
speed, and the two were right in its path.

“I’ve been doing this for 22 years,”
Ledoux said. “I knew it [car] was too close,
so I grabbed him [Plass] and got out of the
way.”

Ledoux said Officer Plass told him he
could feel the wind on the back of his pants
legs as the vehicle whizzed by. It narrowly
missed hitting Plass’ police car, as well.

The officer quickly regained his wits
and went in pursuit of the vehicle, pulling it
over within a mile of the scene. Observing
that the driver was intoxicated, Plass then
radioed to Officer Joseph Wasilewski, who
arrived to take over the investigation.

Contacted for comment, Wasilewski
noted this is standard procedure in such
cases; had Plass made the arrest, it could
have been argued that he was mad at the
driver for almost running him over.

Wasilewski then ran the operator
through field sobriety tests and determined
the individual was intoxicated; this was
confirmed at the police station, where the
driver’s blood alcohol content was twice
the legal limit.

During the Feb. 26 presentation, Officer
Plass addressed Ledoux.

“Jeff, I’m just really glad that it was you
there that night,” he said. “Undoubtedly I
would have been struck by that vehicle if
you weren’t there to pull me out of the way,
so thank you for being there, thank you for
being you.”

Hyde Park Town Supervisor Aileen Rohr
added, “We at the Town Board really appre-
ciate what you did, and what our police offi-
cers do every night. Thank you all.”

Speaking to this reporter last week,
Ledoux said this wasn’t the first time he’s
had a close call on the job.

“I’ve had to jump out of the way a cou-
ple of times,” he said. “Nobody does the
‘Move Over’ law.”

The Move Over law was enacted in New
York to protect law enforcement officers,
emergency workers, tow and service vehi-
cle operators and other maintenance work-
ers stopped along roadways while perform-
ing their duties. It required drivers to use
“due care when approaching an emergency
vehicle that displays red and/or white emer-
gency lighting” or “a hazard vehicle dis-
playing flashing amber lighting.” This
means moving from the lane immediately
adjacent to the emergency or hazard vehicle

unless it is unsafe to do so, in which case
drivers must reduce speed.

Violations of this law are punishable as a
moving violation.

Ledoux said “You can pass all the laws
you want,” some people are still going to
drive irresponsibly.

“There’s a police car there with its lights
going and a tow truck there with its lights
going, but [the intoxicated driver] never
knew we were there,” he said

Asked about his reaction to receiving the
plaque, Ledoux said it was unexpected.

“I really appreciate it,” he said, although
he considers he was just doing his job.

“Yellow lights, red lights, blue lights,
we’re all a big family out here,” he said.
“We spend a lot of time together.”

CLS wins big in grant for fitness playground
by Stacey van den Thoorn

Chancellor Livingston Elementary
School (CLS) is one of four schools named
as a winner of the “Dannon Danimals and
Project Fit America Back to School Grant
Contest.”

The news of the prize came via a confer-
ence call to the school on Thursday, March
1, and is attributed to a lot of leg-work, ded-

ication and community support, reflective
of the 19,269 votes CLS earned during the
contest.

As a result, CLS will receive $25,000
from Dannon for playground and exercise
equipment, as well as an additional $7,000
from Project Fit America, a national non-
profit organization known for its advocacy
and promotion of fitness education in ele-
mentary and middle schools.

“The best part about winning this grant
is the fact that the entire community rallied
together toward a common goal for the ben-
efit of everyone. It was really impressive to
watch it come together over the last several
weeks. It’s something to be proud of,” said
CLS Principal Brett King.

The grant contest was created to help
connect schools with additional resources
to implement innovative physical education
opportunities developed to help improve
student education and awareness of the
many benefits of physical activity and
healthy lifestyles. CLS competed against
more than 70 other schools in the New
Jersey, Delaware, Pennsylvania, New York,
Connecticut and Maryland region.

“This amazing opportunity would not
have been possible without everyone’s
help,” said Physical Education Teacher
Kevin Yarnell. “It was a wonderful team
effort, and CLS is honored to be a part of
the Rhinebeck Central School District and
the Hudson Valley community.”

In late December Yarnell was informed
that CLS was named a finalist in the con-
test. Just a few short weeks and thousands
of votes later, CLS earned second place in
the top four schools that earned the most
votes. The official final vote tally for each

of the grant recipients are:
1. Montgomery Elementary School,

Montgomery, NY with 21,977 votes;
2. Chancellor Livingston Elementary

School, Rhinebeck, NY with 19,269 votes;
3. Central Avenue School, Madison, NJ

with 18,171 votes;
4. Riverside Elementary East, Moosic,

Pa. with 13,211 votes.
“The CLS Physical Education

Department would like to thank Dannon
Danimals, Project Fit America, and all of
the 300-plus organizations who helped,”
said CLS Physical Education Teacher Ryan
Edson. “We also would love to personally
thank the Rhinebeck CSD students, parents,
staff, administration, and PTSO for 
voting daily.”

It is anticipated that part of the grant also
includes a visit from Project Fit America
representatives who will present additional
information to the school’s Physical
Education Department on programs and
planning that will benefit not only students
in physical education classes and at recess,
but also for the community at large. A
ground-breaking ceremony and “Thank
You” celebration in honor of the school
community and its support is being planned
this spring.
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